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Hello everyone! My name is Jayson Madara, and I'm the new ALT in Shimokitayama! [ am
very excited to be here in Japan, working and living for a long time!

My hometown is Cherry Hill, in the state of New Jersey, in the United States. Cherry Hill
is a quiet suburb, but it is close to Philadelphia, the birthplace of the nation. Philadelphia is
a very historic city. It is where Benjamin Franklin lived, where the Declaration of Indepen-
dence was signed, and for a long time, it was the capital of the United States. Today, many
people visit Philadelphia to see Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, and many other historic
landmarks. You all should visit too!

[ am 23 years old, and this is my first job after graduating university. I spent four months
in 2013 studying abroad at Sophia University in Tokyo and I graduated from Saint Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia, in May of 2014. I studied Asian Studies, History, International
Relations, and Music.

There are three people in my family. My mother’s name is Ann. She is a part time graphic
designer and she also spends a lot of time fixing up an old house. My father’s name is Jay.
He is a lighting designer for stage productions at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia.
I also have a dog, Shadow.

I have a number of hobbies. I like singing opera, reading, and I love cars (especially Japa-
nese!). Iwatch lots of TV and movies, and I've been watching a lot of them in Japanese lately
to improve my language ability.

I'm looking forward to spending time with all of you in the village. So far I've been having
a wonderful time here! I really want to get better at Japanese, so please help me learn, and
we can all learn together!
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