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Hello! My name is Savannah Maynard and I am the new ALT in Shimokitayama. I am from Iowa, USA. I am 26 years old. My
hobbies include swimming, traveling, and shopping. Almost everything I own is pink because it is my favorite color. I studied
Linguistics and Spanish at university, and I have a master’ s degree in Teaching English as a Second Language. I am
passionate about language and English teaching. My Japanese is not very good yet, but I want to practice and improve.

Towa is a state in the Midwest region of the United States. It is known for agriculture. Almost everywhere you go in Iowa, you
will see fields of corn or soybeans. A famous food in Iowa is buttered sweet corn. The land is very flat in Iowa, which is

different from the land here in Shimokitayama. However, I love the beautiful mountains and scenery here.

I’ m very excited to be here and meet new people. If you see me out, please say hello! I love trying new foods, so I would

appreciate any recommendations.
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“Dear Shimokitayama villagers

Thank you very much for about a year and half.
I can still remember how nervous I was when I first arrived in winter of 2020. How fast time flies!
But, thanks to everyone in the village, I quickly found myself able to adjust to life here.

I will never forget my time here with you all. It was a lot of fun.

I hope we can meet again, in Japan or Australia. Until next time.

From, Tom.

Sincerely,

Thomas Philip Nielsen
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